	ACTS 17:29-31
	(Reading: Romans 1:18-32; Acts 17:22-31)

	The Proof is in The Point

Brothers and sisters, young people...

	Let's picture together this situation: 
		You are having a most profitable discussion with an unbelieving friend.
			You are encouraged by their openness and their keenness to hear more from you.
				They agree that there's more to this life than meets the eye; they can see their are moral values that really hold society together; and they certainly realise that we're more than just some higher evolved form of animal.
	In fact, you've made them understand that some of their own hero's from the past support your view.
		For their heroes had ideas that were totally incompatible with what their society was believing. 

	What would you say next?
		What could your say next?

	I mean, in the words of Paul, you have come right next to them - a Greek to the Greeks or a Jew to the Jews.
		And when Paul does this in his sermon to the Athenians he is more successful that some have given him credit.
			The Lord does use his sermon to bring some to faith.

	And that result of this sermon are the next verses which we'll consider after this text.
		For now, however, there is the compelling question: 			What do you say next?
				How do I bring Jesus into this?

	If we follow the apostle's words in our text, the first part to doing this is to reinforce what you've said already.
		In the words of the first point...
			LOOK - YOU KNOW IT!

	"Therefore, since we are God's offspring..." shows Paul drawing the listener with him.
		And he impresses the point already made, the point that their own poets had also made, that God isn't like gold or silver or stone, something made by man's design and skill.
			Unlike those who opposed Paul later in Ephesus they can agree that man-made gods are actually no gods at all.	
				For wouldn't that god then not really be a god, being only made by a man?

	And, notice, the whole range of idols is covered.
		Whether made from the most precious metal to the most ordinary metal.
			In the words of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah, "To whom, then, will you compare God?
	"What image can you compare him to you?
		"As for an idol, a craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold and fashions silver chains for it.
			"A man too poor to present such an offering selects wood that won't rot.
				"He looks for a skilled craftsman to set up an idol that will not topple." (40:18ff)

	But topple it certainly will, for it is not a god, and never ever can or will be anything divine in itself.
		The very thought of doing this itself is utter folly!
			It defies even common sense; for if someone were just to suggest that it could be a teaching aid to worship a god, it has already then diminished the value of that god!

	What happens when people believe this rubbish was shown by Paul in Romans chapter 1 when he wrote of those people, "Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles." (v23)
		You see, then we put God on our level, on that level of what we can see and control!
			And that's the precise point of difference.
	You have come to know that it's God who created us and not vice versa!
		The Athenians have now heard about the God who is not worshipped in all that multitude of gods around them. 
			
	So, congregation, Paul has already brought that audience so far in his sermon that this is in total contrast to their own religion.
		Before the Aeropagus, who were meant to approve any other new gods, he declared the God who had always made all their so-called approved gods obsolete!

	And, what's even more, He tells them - of all people - to repent of their sin in ignoring this God for so long!
		Paul declares, in a second point...
			NOW - DON'T BLOW IT!

	This is what we read in verse 30, where the apostle states, that, "In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent."
		The urgency is obvious - now is an urgent call.
			And the response of repentance indicates the clear cut with whatever they may have followed before.

	But why does the apostle say that "In the past God overlooked such ignorance"?
		Why would they, at this time, be even more culpable than ever before?

	The answer lies explicitly in what Paul had already mentioned implicitly.


		Having announced a God who is supreme and so far beyond and yet works through all things, he must also speak of how we can come to know Him.
			For otherwise it would be no use Paul being there.
	And it's actually because of the good news about Jesus and the resurrection that Paul has been brought to the Council of the Aeropagus anyway!
		That's a message you cannot stop Paul proclaiming.

	But, let's pause a moment, congregation.
		Let's place this message of Paul in the wider New Testament picture.
			And as we step back to see the New Testament as a whole, what is it that stands out?
	What or who is the real subject - which thing is the true heart of what the Master Artist is  trying to do?
		Well, then we know that the real theme is no other than the Painter Himself, through the coming of His own Son, Jesus Christ.
			As someone once said, "The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed, the Old Testament is in the New Testament revealed."
	And that's precisely the point of verse 30.
		For while before Christ's coming God's plan wasn't fulfilled, and so it was almost a shadow, now with Jesus Himself having been born and having perfectly brought God's plan, it's beyond any shadow of doubt!
			So much is God's work in His Son a fulfilment that it is the prophesied time to take exactly this message to the world!
				This is the time the whole world is being called to repent, because now for sure all their excuses were blown away with the true knowledge of God now here in the gospel.

	That's how come we have Paul in Athens, on his second missionary journey, carrying out his unique calling to be the apostle to the Gentiles.
		It was why he had that vision, earlier on this journey, while about to go back east when in Asia Minor, to go west into Greece itself.
			Because it's the very God who laid on his heart the charge to come this far, who says now through Paul to these Gentiles, "You've gone too far!"		
				"Come back to me!"

	While Paul's intellectual argument is very tight and logical, at heart this address is an appeal to their hearts.
		These words are not only well-constructed and smooth-flowing, they are communicating the message.
			This needs to be said to all those who have felt that Paul's speech here to the Aeropagus was a failure.
	It also needs to be said to us congregation, when it seems that our Christian witness doesn't appear to have the result that we would want for the Lord.
		We can easily shoot the messenger, even if that person is ourselves.
			We can become depressed and even haunted by the sense of not doing something obviously for the Lord.

	Let the Scripture be an encouragement to you today.
		For while we may read of the thousands converted at Pentecost, consider the apostle to the gentiles, Paul, and how very few converts came to his ministry in comparison.
			
	Of course there were reasons why there weren't thousands converted all over Europe.
		Pentecost itself was a specific fulfilment of prophecy, and the conversion of Gentiles meant bringing them to understand first of all who God was, which the Jews knew from the Old Testament.
			But the discouragement was still real for Paul.
				He even was teased about his lack of effect.

	But that's not the point - is it?
		We need to remind ourselves about that.
			So let's do that.

	And let's remind ourselves what the point is.
		The point which Paul made clearly in one of his last written letters, the letter to Titus: "For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope - the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good."
			It's this word of the apostle, dear friends, the word he spoke to the Athenians too, which must be the message of our lives.
				As much as Paul spoke this so clearly then we need to show it openly now!

	You see, it's Christ in and through us that confronts them with no excuse!
		They must repent.
			This very Son of God is coming back.
				And it will be this time as Judge not Saviour; it's to late to seek forgiveness then.

	Paul has send to them...LOOK - YOU KNOW IT!
		And he has then said, in effect...NOW - DON'T BLOW IT!
			Finally he has to say...FOR SURE - HE WILL SHOW IT!

	As certainly as Christ Jesus has come, and as definitely as God's Son has had His saving work confirmed through His resurrection by the Father, so surely He will come back.
		This is a fact that rings out throughout the Bible.
			The Psalms are but one example from the Old Testament.

	Like Psalm 9 sings, "He will judge the world in righteousness; he will govern the people with justice." (v8)
		Then in the Gospels, with the words of Jesus while with us, "...the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son...". (John 5:22)
			And after Pentecost with the words of Peter to Cornelius, "Christ...commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead." (Acts 10:42)

	It's the resurrection which proves this is truly going to happen.
		It is the acceptance by God of the Son's sacrifice in the resurrection which means that sin has been conquered once and for all.
			The very epitome of sin, death itself, has been swallowed up in victory.
	It's a theme Paul returns to time and time again.
		As he cries out to the Corinthians, "The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Cor.15:56)

	Oh, brothers and sisters in the faith, by the grace of Christ that's the life we live in Him!
		This is the very message we show, that not only is He our Saviour but He's the Judge, the One to whom we must give account one day.
			And we can show that same message of the apostle, for while we're being judged by God's Word we don't fear for whatever will come.
		
	So it is that Paul ends his sermon by reference to what is the greatest fear amongst all men.
		Because we all know we'll have to answer to God.
			Whether we profess faith in Christ, or not, in our deepest souls we know there is a God and we'll all meet Him.



				This is what we read in Romans 1, "For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities - his eternal power and divine nature - have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse." (v20)
		
	At the end of the day they know they won't have anything to say!
		Unless they have been moved, congregation, to go God's way.
			And how can they know about that unless someone tells them?
				And how can someone tell them if they don't go?

	But Paul did go, and, dear friends, so do we go, everyday, into the witness to God which He has called us to do.
		Let's prove His point.
			After all, hasn’t He proved it to us!
				Amen.

PRAYER:
	Let’s pray...
		O God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
			What privilege and blessing is ours fro what we have in the son of Your love!
	And what an example is before us with your apostle Paul and the inspired way he declared that good news to those in Athens.
		May we learn from him this day, and in our lives have the same spirit to proclaim Your saving deeds to all people, that they too will repent and commune with us in Your love.
			In Jesus Name we pray, Amen.


	
	 
 


